


QATAR 


PALESTINIAN-SYRIAN DISAGREEMENT EXPECTED 
CFO91528 Manama Gulf News Agency in Arabic 1139 GMT 9 Sep 81 


[Text] Doha, 9 Sep (GNA)--The Qatari newspaper AL-RAYAH has warned that a 
disagreement may escalate between Syria and the PLO over the interpretation of 

the resolutions the Arab Followup Committee adopted in its recent meeting in Beirut. 
The paper stresses that any disagreement or difference of opinion between the two 
sides must not change or develop into something else and must not exceed its logical 
limits. 


In today's editorial, the paper says that the basic principle established in the 
conscience of the entire Arab nation is that of protecting the honorable and 
heroic struggle of the Palestinian resistance--which has, for the past few years, 
been the true source of national illumination, the signal of continuing steadfast- 
ness and the mark of honor and dignity. 


The paper adds that stemming from this basic principle, the entire Arab nation has 
supported the Palestinian resistance in all its daily battles. ‘Syvvia was a 
pioneer in this field. It has played a distinguished role in supporting the 
Palestinian resistance on all levels in a way that has enabled it to stand face 

to face in confrontation with the barbaric attacks of the Zionist enemy. 


[The paper stresses that the Palestinian and Syrian sides are aware, more than 
anyone else, of the nature of the major threats facing the Arab nation today. 
They are aware, more than anyone else, of the fragmentation game many ambitious 
foreign powers are playing in the Arab arena. Thus, the unity of their goals 
imposes on them unity of confrontation with the main enemy. 
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SAUDI ARABIA 


OFFICIAL TALKS WITH SRI LANKAN PRESIDENT BEGIN 
GF072023 Riyadh Domestic Television Service in Arabic 1830 GMT 7 Sep 81 


[Text] The official Saudi-Sri Lankan talks began at the Royal Court in at-Ta'if 
at 1130 today presided by his majesty King Khalid ibn ‘Abd al-'Aziz, the dearly 
beloved, and the Sri Lankan president, his excellency Junius Richard Jayewardene. 


His royal highness Prince ‘Abdallah ibn ‘Abd al-'Aziz, the second deputy prime 
minister and commander of the national guards; his royal highness Sultan ibn 

"Abd al-'Aziz, the minister of defense and aviation; his excellency Shaykh Ahmad 
Zaki Yamani, the minister of petroleum and mineral affairs; his excellency Shaykh 
Muhammad al-'Ali Aba al-Khayl, the minister of finance and national economy; his 
excellency Shaykh Muhammad Ibrahim Mas'ud, the minister of state, cabinet member, 
acting information minister and the escorting minister of his excellency the Sri 
Lankan president; and ‘Abbas Fa'iq az-Zawi, the director of the Asian and African 
departments at the Foreign Ministry, attended the talks on the Saudi side. 


On the Sri Lankan side, Abdul Carder Shamum Hameed, the minister of foreign affairs; 
Mohamed Hanifa Mohamed, the minister of transport and Islamic affairs; Ronald 

de Mel, the minister of finance and planning; Mr John (Ratime), the director of the 
Middle East department at the Foreign Ministry; Mr (Ronald Dirakon), the director 
of the foreign resources department; and a number of officials accompanying the 

Sri Lankan president attendel the talks. 


The talks dealt with ways of strengthening cooperation between the two countries 
and issues of mutual interest. 


On the other hand, Junius Richard Jayewardene, the Sri Lankan president, received 

at his residence in at-Ta'if in the afternoon, Shaykh Zaki ‘Ali Yamani, the minister 
of petroleum and mineral affairs. The meeting deait with bilateral relations. 

The Sri Lankan president also received at his residence in at-Ta’if this afternoon, 
Shaykh Muhammad Aba al-Khayl, the minister of finance and national economy. 
Bilateral relations were discussed during the meeting. 
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SUDAN 





BRIEFS 


NUMAYRI CONGRATULATES ETHIOPIAN LEADER--Khartoum, 10 Sep (SUNA)--President Ja'far 
Numayri today reiterated his desire to bolster the brotherhood and cooperation 
between Sudan and Ethiopia. In a congratulatory cable to Ethiopian leader Mengistu 
Haile Mariam on the seventh anniversary of the Ethiopian revolution, President 
Numayri said: Sudan will spare no effort to support the OAU in achieving its 
declared objectives and in realizing the continent's unity, progress and prosperity. 
[Text] [JN101738 Khartoum SUNA in Arabic 1715 GMT 10 Sep 81] 


DEBTS TO USSR TO BE RESCHEDULED--Khartoum, 7 Sep (INA)--A high-level Soviet delega- 
tion will visit Khartoum in early October for talks on the rescheduling of the 
Sudanese debt to the USSR. Quoting diplomatic sources, the INA correspondent here 
said that the Soviet delegation would be given the opportunity to discuss the 
question of economic cooperation between the Soviet Union and Sudan, cooperation 
which has reached its lowest level in recent years. These sources did not disclose 
the nature of the delegation nor did they give the value of these debts. They 

only said that several years ago, Sudan obtained supply loans and aid before 
relations deteriorated between the two countries. [Text] [JNO70959 Baghdad INA 

in Arabic 0930 GMT 7 Sep 81] 


NUMAYRI DISSOLVES RAILWAY CORPORATION--Khartoum, 5 Sep (SUNA)--President Numayri 
issued today a republican decree dissolving the board of the Railway Corporation. 
According to this decree, the authorities of the corporation's board would be 
transferred to the Ministry of Transport until a new board is formed. The presi- 
dent also issued another republican decree decentralizing the Railway Corporation 
and forming a committee, chaired by Al-Rashid al-Tahir Bakr, secretary of the 
Political and Organizations Affairs Department, to implement this decision. [Text J 
[JNO51820 Khartoum SUNA in Arabic 1745 GMT 5 Sep 81] 


FOREIGN MINISTER ON LIBYAN POLICY--Khartoum, 10 Sep (SUNA)--Addressing the Arab 
League Council meeting in Tunis the day before yesterday, Foreign Minister Muhammad 
Mirghani Mubarak refuted Libyan and Syrian allegations and stressed Sudan's firm 
principled stands on the Palestine question as well as its faith in the common 

Arab destiny and the common cause of securing the legitimate national rights of the 
Palestinian people. The foreign minister said that Sudan was serious when it called 
for Arab solidarity and stressed the need for a common Arab strategy committing 
everyone. Yet, he added, voices are heard from time to time casting doubts on 
Sudanese policy and calling for Sudan's expulsion from the Arab League. [Words 
indistinct] The Sudanese foreign minister said: Libya's practices conflict with 
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the Arab League charter. It is plotting against the independence of member states 
and harboring and training elements hostile to other Arab regimes. Furthermore, 
Libya and its allies have signed qa joint defense pact with one of the superpowers, 
thereby threatening the security of the Arab region. The foreign minister stressed 
that Libya's continuous attempts to drag its bilateral relations with Sudan into 
every Arab League meeting are only an indication of the conspiratorial policy it 
has been pursuing all these years against Sudan. [Text] [JN101229 Khartoum SUNA 
in Arabic 1040 GMT 10 Sep 81] 


VICE PRESIDENT ALIER RETURNS FROM EUROPE--Khartoum, 8 Sep (SUNA)--Abel Alier, vice 
president and chairman of the High Executive Council for the southern region, 
returned to Khartoum last night from Rome following a tour that covered Britain, 
the Netherlands and Italy. [Text] [JNO81055 Khartoum SUNA in Arabic 1024 GMT 


8 Sep 81] 
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TUNISIA 


FUNDAMENTALISTS GIVEN HARSH SENTENCES 
NC041655 Paris AFP in English 1643 GMT 4 Sep 81 


[Text] Tunis, 4 Sep (AFP)--A Tunis court today sentenced 89 leaders and other 
militants of the fundamentalist Pro-Islamic Movement (MTI) to prison terms ranging 
from 6 months to ll years. 


In sentences denounced as "very harsh" by the defence, the movement's president, 
Rashed Ghannoushi, was among 16 people jailed for 11 years. Secretary-general 
"Abd el-Fatteh Mourou and two others received 10-year terms. 


Other sentences varied from 8 years to 6 months. Two defendants were acquitted. 


The charges against the accused in a week-long trial included belonging to a 
legally unrecognized organization, impugning the dignity of the head of state and 
circulating leaflets containing false information. 


The defendants said that MTI was originally an association of an exclusively 
religious nature working for the propagation of Islam and the good of society, 
though they conceded that this had been dissolved and a political body set up last 
December because "a growing number of Tunisians was turning to oo" 


In June they had applied formally for recognition as a political movement as 
required by law, the defendants added. 


They denied being the authors of the tracts and said charges of insulting President 
Habib Bourguiba were based on distorted accounts of mosque sermons. 
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TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


ADMINISTRATIVE FRAMEWORK NAMED--Tunis, 9 Sep (TAP)--At a press conference he held 
today, the secretary general of the Tunisian Communist Party, Mr Mohamed Harmal, 
announced the administrative framework of the party derived from the party's 

second congress which was held last February. He explained that the administrative 
body of the Communist Party comprises a Central Committee, a Political Bureau and 

a Party Secretariat as follows: The Central Committee includes: Mohamed Harm?i1; 
Mohamed al-Nafi'; Abdulhamid Ben Mostafa; Mohamed Ibtahim; Hisham Skik; Abdul 

Hamid al-Turayki; Salih al-Haji; Buuum'ah al-Rumayli; Mohamed Sawid; Al-Mahidi 
al-Mas'udi; and Al-Ahabib al-Qastali. The Political Bureau includes: Mohamed 
Harmal; Muhamed al-Nafi'; Abdulhamid Ben Mostafa; Hisham Skik; Abdul Majid 
al-Turayki; and Salih al-Haji. The Party Secretariat includes: Mohamed Harmal; 
Muhamed al-Nafi'; and Abdulhamid Ben Mostafa. He pointed out that the party organ 
'AT-TARIQ AL-JADID' [The New Road] will be published in the second week of November 
a>] that Mr Abdulhamid Ben Mostafa will be in charge of its editorial staff. 

[Text] [LDO91530 Tunis TAP in Arabic 1000 GMT 9 Sep 81] 


ELECTION PLAN APPROVED--The National Assembly held a general meeting this morning 
within the framework of an extraordinary session confined to the second and final 
reading of the constitutional law bill concerning the arrangement of legislative 
elections earlier than scheduled. The bill was proposed by 55 members of the 
assembly. The assembly had endorsed it in a first reading on 6 June. The proposal 
concerns arranging legislative elections earlier than scheduled in order to renew 
the National Assembly in response to [word indistinct] of the Socialist Constitu- 
tional Party in its last conference and within the framework of the openness policy 
announced by the head of the state and [word indistinct]. The president of the 
assembly, Dr Sadok Mokaddam, proposed a vote on the bill and it was endorsed by 

the assembly members with two members refraining from voting. Thus the National 
Assembly approved the constitutional bill which will be forwarded to the head of 
the state for signing before its publication. The following is the text of the 
bill: Based on the rules of Chapter 22 of the constitution, legislative elections 
earlier than scheduled will be held before the 31 December 1981 to renew the National 
Assembly. The newly-elected National Assembly will meet in accordance with this 
constitutional rule during the 8 days that follow voting day. The current 
parliamentary term of the National Assembly will end on the day the new assembly 
meets. [Text] [LD072336 Tunis Domestic Service in Arabic 1600 GMT 7 Sep 81] 











COOPERATION AGREEMENTS SIGNED--Tunis, 4 Sep (TAP)--The official visit (2-3 September ) 
paid to Algeria by Tunisia's premier Mr Mohamed Mzali ended by the conclusion of 

three cooperation agreements between Tunisia and Algeria. The agreements are on 

the creation of: A joint bank called Cooperation Bank of the Arab Maghreb with an 
initial capital of $40 million; an institute of customs and fiscal economy; an 
institute for the financing of development. The bank whose activities will begin 

next January lst will finance several economic cooperation projects, several of 

which have already been identified. The two institutions, one of which will be 
created in Tunisia and the second in Algeria will train Tunisian and Algerian 

senior cadres in the qualifications announced. The two parties furthermore signed 

an agreement on the creation of a Tuniso-Algerian Youth Agency. Sectorial commissions 
will moreover meet in the coming months and before the visit scheduled at the end 

of the coming 6 months of Algeria's premier to Tunisia during which will be identified 
other cooperation agreements. [Text] [LD041701 Tunis TAP in English 1345 GMT 

4 Sep 81] 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


DAILY CALLS ON ARABS TO CONDEMN AL-SADAT 
GF091933 Al-Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 9 Sep 81 pl 
[Editorial: "With Egypt..-A Call to the Arab People” | 


[Text] Either with Egypt or with al-Sadat. This is the stand to be defined 
quickly by Arab governments-~in a written official form to be announced publicly-- 
and by every Arab citizen--whether living on Arab soil or outside it. 


The majority of the Arab governments have remained silent on al-Sadat, who has 
abused the rights of the Egyptian people, has converted Egypt into a permanent 
base for U.S. military operations in Africa, the Red Sea, the Mediterranean, the 
Arabian Gulf and the Indian Ocean and has created an "Arab" counterpart to Israel 
in the Arab homeland. These governments must make their choice. It is not in 
Egypt's interest that we continue to postpone adopting a stand on al-Sadat. The 
decision has not been made for all these years, since his meeting with Israeli 
Prime Minister Begin in 1977. Arab governmental silence can mean nothing except 
full agreement with al-Sadat's suppressive measures against Egypt's sons. 


The Arab citizen who sees in Egypt an Arab reality that can neither be changed 

nor distorted by al-Sadat is invited to adopt a nationalist stand on the side of 

the Egyptian Arab people. This stand will increase the depth and genuineness 

of national ties. Every Arab political, cultural, vocational and trade unionist 
organization must carry out its real task and make the issue of all Egyptian 
journalists, learned and religious men and politicians who were detained by al-Sadat 
to be the issue of every Arab citizen whether he lives in the Arab homeland or 
outside it. 


The current situation, in which al-Sadat launched his attack against all those who 
disagree with his political and ideological stands, requires more than just sending 
cables denouncing and condemning al-Sadat's measures of obliterating freedom in 
Egypt. It should also provide the Arab liberation movement, with all its branches, 
a freedom of movement that was not available a week ago. Popular leaderships 

must deal with this situation scientifically and begin a carefully planned battle, 
in defense of Egypt and Arabism and against al-Sadat, his regime and those who 
support him. 


The political framework and bodies of the Arab liberation movement will be able to 
fulfill one of their historic and national tasks by calling for a nationwide meeting 
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to be attended by representatives of all Arab personnel, institutions and organiza- 
tions that defend Egypt's Arabism and its historic and national role in Arab 
politics. This gathering will form a great tent under whose ceiling a dialogue 

can take place, and the basic problems facing Arab citizens--foremost of which is 
securing the freedom of speech, action and thought for all Arab citizens--can be 
defined. Such a gathering must defend the hundreds of Egypt's sons who have been 
detained. It must move forward to defend every Arab citizen subjected to oppression, 
humiliation and loss of freedom. 


We do not think that anyone in the Arab liberation movement wants to remain outside 
this great Arab tent. We do not even think that any Arab party calling for 

freedom and democracy finds it in the interest of the nation to stay away from this 
proposed national gathering. Where this meeting should be held is a question that, 
we think, will not occupy the minds of the majority as long as the essence of the 
meeting is to defend the sons of Egypt and to defend freedom and democracy through- 
out the Arab homeland. 


Time is offering the Arab governments a golden opportunity--which can never be 
regained--to relieve their consciences of the guilt of remaining silent about 
al-Sadat's crimes against the Egyptian people, history and Arabism. If they really 
want to be truthful in what they declare, they can support it with action. This 
same situation is placing before the Arab liberation movement--and events have 
verified the validity of its point of view that neglecting national rights results 
in wasting the political rights of the Arab citizens in Egypt--the task of regaining 
its power and uniting its resources in a comprehensive national program that stems 
out of Egypt to achieve freedom for the sons of Egypt and the sons of Arabism. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


PAPER LINKS ARRESTS IN EGYPT, ISRAELI WITHDRAWAL 
GF090819 Al-Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 7 Sep 81 p l 
[Editorial: "The Strength of a Weak Regime” ] 


[Text] For the events now going on in Egypt to take place at the same time 
fenahem Begin is visiting Washington is more than a "happy coincidence” for the 
enemy. The "revolutionary" measures al-Sadat has taken to convince his American 
and Israeli friends of the strength of his regime are in fact another Deverswar 
[the point through which Israeli forces crossed from Sinai to west of the Suez 
Canal during October 1973 war] which Israel is trying to penetrate to defer its 
second withdrawal from Sinai in April 1982. Menahem Begin is once again reading 
the old testament ind saying: God has asked Israel to depend on its people alone. 


In the argument he will put forward to the Americans, Begin will rely in his 
justification for deferring the withdrawal on psychological and political plans 
which the enemy began to draw up after the signing of the Camp David accords. 
Prior to the recent events in Egypt, the JERUSALEM POST said that the Egyptian 
regime is unstable and cannot be relied on. All this is part of the plan to post- 
pone the withdrawal from Sinai. The measures announced by al-Sadat the day before 
yesterday were "an opportunity of a lifetime" for the enemy to refuse to withdraw 
from Sinai, after having rejected [Palestinian] autonomy and refused to halt the 
establishment of settlements. Thus nothing is left for al-Sadat from Camp David 
except his recognition of Israel, the loss of the gains achieved in the October 
war, dividing the Arabs, and striking at the Egyptian people and national unity 

in Egypt--all this in return for "the handful of san " that he regained in Sinai. 
Thus he would have achieved less than a separate agreement with the enemy. 


Al-Sadat is deluding himself and wants to make others, including his American and 
[Israeli friends, believe that the purpose of the arrest campaign is to consolidate 
and strengthen the regime by ending sectarian sedition. However, those who follow 
events in Egypt know full well that those arrested or kept under house arrest are 
those who oppose the Camp David accords and al-Sadat's anti-Arab policies and are 
not connected with the sectarian sedition that exists only in al-Sadat's schemes. 
This confirms that the Egyptian regime is exposing its weakness where it believes 
it is putting on a show of strength--and this is the most difficult of endings. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


PAPERS VIEW U.S.-ISRAELI RELATIONS 
CF100755 Abu Dhabi Emirates News Agency in Arabic 0648 GMT 10 Sep 81 


[Excerpt] Abu Dhabi, 10 Sep (ENA)--Two papers published here today discuss 
Israeli Prime Minister Menahem Begin's current visit to Washington. 


AL-ITTIHAD says in its editorial that Begin is seeking U.S. agreement to Israel's 
annexation of the West Bank, particularly following the increased settlements and 
doubling of settlers, in return for preparing Israel for a more active role in 
the Reagan administration's strategic plan to confront the "Soviet threat’--in 
the words of the Israeli prime minister. 


AL-ITTIHAD asserts that secondary differences on the sale of AWACS to Saudi Arabia 
or what should be done about the Syrian missiles in Lebanon will not greatly affect 
relations between Washington and Israel. 


In conclusion AL-ITTIHAD says that "if he returns from Washington more reassured, 
and this is likely," then the first thing Begin will do is launch an attack on 
Lebanon to liquidate the Palestinian armed presence. 


AL-BAYAN says that the differences between President Reagan and Menahem Begin are 
like a “lovers quarrel," no more than a summer cloud that soon clears--and it 
usually clears in the form of a retreat by Washington in favor of the Israeli view. 
Another point is scored by the Zionist lobby against the State Department and the 
Arabs are further disappointed in the value of friendship with the United States. 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


BRIEFS 


PDRY SOURCES CLAIM COUP ATTEMPT--Aden, 5 Sep (AFP)--Twelve officers were executed 
in South Yemen last month on charges of an attempted coup d‘etat against President 
'Ali ‘Abdallah Salih, North Yemeni opposition sources said here today. The sources, 
members of the North Yemen National Democratic Front, reported that the officers 
had all been attached to North Yemen's armored corps and that their executions had. 
been accompanied by numerous arrests of members o* various other units. Among the 
arrested, the sources said, was the commander of the eighth brigade of paratroopers, 
"Abd al-Malek al-Sayyani, on charges of complicity. A half-brothex of the president, 
the sources further reported, 'Ali Mohsen al-Hammar, had been put in charge of the 
first armored brigade, with the assignment of mobilizing tribes and organizing the 
regular forces against the supporters of the National Democratic Front in the 
center of the country. The sources also reported that the head of the president's 
office had been dismissed without any reason being given and that security had been 
tightened at the presidency. [Text] [NC052203 Paris AFP in English 2138 GMT 

5 Sep 81] 


PRESIDENT RECEIVES PDRY ENVOYS--Brother Col ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih, president of 
the republic and commander in chief of the armed forces, received this afternoon 
'Abd al-Ghani ‘Abd al-Qadir, member of the political bureau and secretary of the 
Central Committee and ‘Abdallah Ahmad Ghanim, member of the Central Committee and 
secretary of the Supreme People's Council Presidium in the southern part of the 
homeland. Brother 'Abd al-Ghani ‘Abd al-Qadir conveyed to the president an oral 
message from his brother 'ali Nasir Muhammad, secretary general of the Central 
Committee, chairman of the Supreme People's Council Presidium and chairman of the 
Council of Ministers in the southern part of the homeland. The meeting was attended 
by Prime Minister Dr ‘Abd al-Karim al-Iryani and Lt Col Husayn ad-Daf'i, the 
president's adviser for unity affairs. [Text] [JN0O90822 San'a’' Domestic Service 
in Arabic 2000 GMT 9 Sep 81] 
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